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of monetary help had been wasted, for her innate mental
defects made it all along unlikely that she would ben able
to succeed. The sympathy and money given her might
have been much more wisely expended in helping some
one who would have profited thereby. We ourselves rec-
ommended that this girl be committed to an institution,
for we felt that the mental and social prognosis was ex-
tremely unfavorable.

SPECIAL ABILITY FOR WORK WITH CONCRETE
MATERIAL

The frequency with which special ability for working
with concrete material is found among the subnormal
and even feeble-minded has already been mentioned.
Those segregated in good institutions often profit greatly
by the very thorough training they receive along lines
that are practical and useful in the upkeep of the institu-
tion. In the special rooms of the public schools handwork
forms the greater part of the curriculum. A questionable
feature of this is found in the practice of training children
so largely and so long with material that will probably
not be useful after the child withdraws from school;
almost none will later weave baskets and work with raffia
and reed. In some schools we know that training for
definite trades is given, and this would seem a wise course
to pursue. Many of the subnormal children are fitted
only for occupations that require manual ability, and if
they have some one trade at which they are able to do well,
it must surely facilitate vocational success.

Several cases are presented to illustrate the above points,
instances being taken wher6 the level of general intelli-
gence is comparatively low in order to demonstrate the
marked contrast that may exist and the great social im-
port of special abilities.